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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 


Council  of  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report 
of  the  Sanitary  Condition  and  Public  Health  of  the  several  districts 
of  the  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown  Union. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  137  Deaths  and  207 
Births,  shewing  a  death  rate  of  12 '9  and  a  birth  rate  of  18 *6  per 
1000  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  of  10,545. 

The  Deaths  were  17  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  the  death 
rate  therefore  has  decreased  from  147  to  12 ‘9. 

The  Birth  rate  has  considerably  decreased  from  25*5  to  18 ‘6 
there  being  41  fewer  births  during  the  year  than  1897. 

Infant  Mortality  too  has  considerably  decreased  being  1*8  as 
against  4-1. 

The  Death  rate  from  Zymotic  Disease  per  1000  is  only  0-2, 
there  being  only  3  deaths,  viz  :  Scarlatina  i  and  Measles  2. 

The  principal  causes  of  Death  were  Zymotic  Diseases  3 ;  Cir¬ 
culatory  System  21  (Heart  Disease,  Syncope  and  Cyanosis); 
Respiratory  System  23  (Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis) ;  Tuberculous 
Disease  5  (Phthisis');  Cancer  7;  Disease  of  Urinary  Organs  10 
(Brights  Disease,  Cystitis,  Nephritis)  ;  Disease  of  Liver  6  ;  Ner¬ 
vous  System  13  (Hemeplegia,  Paraplegia,  Spina  Bifida);  Old  Age 
II  (Senile  Decay  and  Senile  Gangrene);  Injuries  2  (Fractured 
Ribs).  Inquests  were  held  on  10  occasions. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  to  me  were  :  Diptheria  3, 
Typhoid  Fever  2,  Puerperal  Fever  i.  Erysipelas  14,  Scarlet  Fever 
42,  involving  some  29  houses. 

Measles  were  not  notified  but  several  cases  came  under  my 
notice,  in  fact  at  Westbury  Leigh  and  Dilton  Marsh  the  schools 
were  closed  for  two  weeks  on  account  of  the  few  attendances. 


3 


Diptheria. — Two  cases  were  of  very  mild  diptheritic  sore  throat 
which  rapidly  recovered,  but  one  case  at  North  Bradley  was  very 
severe.  I  visited  the  house  twice  and  carefully  examined  the 
drains,  and  also  the  drains  at  the  school  where  the  patient  was  a 
weekly  boarder,  they  were  in  perfect  order,  and  the  water  supply 
both  very  good. 

Typhoid  Fever. — I  visited  both  houses,  but  the  cases  were 
convalescent  when  I  received  the  notice,  the  attack  was  very  mild. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Commenced  at  Westbury  in  July  and  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year.  Some  29  houses  in  all  were  infected.  I 
gave  instructions  for  their  purification  and  also  visited  the  Schools 
requesting  any  suspicious  cases  to  be  immediately  removed  and 
reported  to  nre. 

Erysipelas  were  all  of  a  very  mild  form  but  two  cases  were 
severe  facial  Erysipelas.  They  all  terminated  satisfactorily. 

The  Contemplated  Water  Works  are  still  in  abeyance  pending 
the  decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  It  will  be  a  great 
boon  when  it  is  in  operation,  for  the  water  supply  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  town,  during  the  past  dry  season,  has  been  very  inadequate 
to  the  demand. 

Demolition  of  Old  Buildings. — Three  at  Westbury  Leigh, 
three  at  Edington,  and  two  at  Westbury  were  condemned  as  being 
unfit  for  habitation.  Those  at  Leigh  have  been  removed  and  a 
good  substantial  cottage  built  on  the  site,  also  a  row  of  six  others 
are  now  in  process  of  demolition  and  new  ones  erected  in  their 
place. 

Those  at  Edington  are  proposed  to  be  renovated.  One  of 
those  at  Westbury  has  been  removed  and  that  and  the  adjoining 
site  sold  for  building  purposes. 

Several  new  houses  have  been  and  are  being  erected  on  the 
Station  Road  on  the  semi-detached  villa  style ;  they  will  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  town. 

Several  streets  have  been  newly  paved  and  fresh  drains  put  in 
with  large  and  efficient  gullies. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  have  gone  over  the  whole 
of  the  Districts  together  on  several  occasions,  and  wherever  any 
nuisance  has  presented  itself  it  has  been  abated.  The  drains  and 
ditches  at  North  Bradley,  Southwick  and  Keevil  require  frequent 
inspection 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  HUGO  REED,  M.O.H. 
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To  the  Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown  Rural 


District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1898. 

A  considerable  amount  of  new  work  to  the  footpaths  has  been 
executed  in  Westbury  during  the  past  year,  many  old  footpaths 
having  been  taken  up  and  relaid  with  Granolithic  Paving  and 
other  footpaths  extended. 

The  corner  of  the  Main  Road  by  the  Workhouse  has  been  cut 
and  improved.  It  is  proposed  to  commence  forthwith  the  widening 
of  the  Station  Road  at  the  bottom  of  Haines  Lane  and  the  Lower 
Road  by  Townsend  Crossway. 


A  sum  of  ^1,100  has  been  raised  by  loan  for  this  and  other 
improvements. 


Ten  new  houses  have  been  built  or  are  in  course  of  erection 
on  the  Station  Road,  and  four  old  houses  are  being  reconstructed 
at  Westbury  Leigh. 

The  extremely  dry  weather  of  the  past  summer  seriously 
affected  the  Roads  repaired  with  Slag,  causing  the  surface  to  break 
away. 
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Bulkington  Bridge  and  Horse  Bridge  Hawkeridge  have  been 
overhauled  and  repaired. 


During  the  year  67  Notices  have  been  served  requiring 
occupiers  of  Land  to  cut  hedges  and  scour  ditches  by  the  sides  of 
the  Highways,  these  are  as  a  rule  attended  to,  and  there  is  a  general 
improvement  throughout  the  District  in  this  matter. 


A  New  Sewer  has  been  laid  at  Southwick  draining  a  portion  of 
the  Village  and  various  premises  have  been  connected  with  the 
same  thus  abating  a  Nuisance  that  existed  near  the  Schools. 


WESTBURY  AND  DILTON  MARSH  WATER  SUPPLY. 


After  prolonged  negotiations  with  the  Local  Government 
Board  their  requirements  as  to  the  Protective  area  round  the  well 
have  been  met,  but  their  Sanction  for  the  raising  of  the  necessary 
Loan  for  the  Works  has  not  yet  been  received. 

The  question  of  a  Scheme  for  supplying  the  village  of  Steeple 
Ashton  and  Steeple  Ashton  Common  with  water  is  under  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  your  Committee. 

I  have  made  frequent  Sanitary  Inspections  in  the  District,  and 
have  so  far  as  local  circumstances  would  allow  dealt  with  the 
Nuisances  found  to  exist. 

The  Schools,  Factories  and  Slaughter  houses  have  been 
inspected,  also  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  at  50  premises  the  Dairies 
and  utensils  are  as  a  rule  kept  clean,  but  in  several  cases  the  Water 
Supply  for  the  Cows  is  not  satisfactory,  the  Cowsheds  which,  with 
a  few  exceptions  are  open  in  front,  are  kept  generally  clean. 

The  number  of  Sanitary  Notices  served  during  the  year  is  102, 
affecting  over  132  premises. 

I  am,  Gentleman, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  STANLEY,  A.M.Ist.C.E. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COUNTY  OF  WILTS. 


Summary  of  Work  done  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the 
Rural  District  of  West  bury  6^  Whoriveilsdo^vn  during  the  year 

ending  December  jist,  i8g8. 


Total 

Number  Result  of  Inspection,  ho.. 


for  year. 

Complaints  received 

6 

Abated 

Cottages  inspected 

320 

Lodging-houses  inspected 

— 

Slaughter-houses  inspected 

3 

Bake-houses  inspected 

12 

Dairies  and  Milk-shops  inspected  ... 

40 

Cowsheds  inspected 

48 

Workshops  inspected 

2 

Filthy  houses  cleansed,  sec.  46  Public 
Health  Actj  1875 

2 

Cleansed 

Overcrowding  abated 

3 

Abated 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair  ... 

3 

Repaired 

Houses  closed  ... 

5 

Four  pulled  down 

Houses  erected  or  re-built,  for  which 

Bye-laws  only  just  come 

“Certificates”  were  applied  for  ... 

1 2 

into  operation. 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired 

2 

Defective  pumps  repaired  or  new 
pumps  erected  to  existing  wells... 

_ 

No  public  mains 

Houses  connected  with  sewers 

7 

Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

2 

Earth,  pail,  or  improved  privies  con¬ 
structed  or  existing  privies  altered, 
drains  repaired,  etc. 

49 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired 

18 

Nuisances  reported  or  detected 

102 

Nuisances  abated 

90 

Notices  served  ... 

102 

Summonses  taken  out 

2 

Convictions 

2 

